Shark Finning Exposed

By Thomas Ponce




Who'’s the real MONSTER?
“The Truth will Surface”




There are many dangers facing sharks but the largest threat to sharks is man and
his selfish total disregard for the preservation of this species.




What is Shark Finning?




The cruel and wasteful practice of shark finning is still legal in much of the world.
The state of California is currently considering a ban on the sale, trade, and possession
of shark fins in the state. The bill, Assembly Bill 376, passed the State Assembly by a
' vote of 60 to 8, and will soon be voted on by the State Senate. If passed, California would
become the most prominent US state to show its support for shark conservation, joining
l ‘ Hawaii, Oregon, and Washington state, where similar legislation has already passed.
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There are many alternatives to
using shark fins.

People have to be willing to raise their
awareness and realize that there is no
true medicinal purpose nor is there a
legitimate cultural reason for the
e of shark fins in our




Sharks and our ecosystem

Sharks have been around for over 400 million years and play a crucial role in
our ecosystem. If sharks went extinct the ocean world as we
know it could be completely destroyed. Without the oceans top predator, the
sharks prey for example fish, seals, dolphins, sea lions, etc. would multiply. If
the sharks prey were to multiply it would destroy the very delicate food
chain. Sharks eat a large amount of sick and weak fish, because they are an
easy kill, this type of feeding keeps the population healthier. Another factor
to consider is that sharks keep the prey fish populations in control because
just as extinction effects the balance of the ecosystem so does
overpopulation.




Sharks are considered to be a “keystone” predator, they are at the top of their
food chain and without them the food chain would inevitably collapse. If sharks
were eliminated the effects would also be felt by human beings in that some of




All this destruction and chaos because we stepped into the sharks world and
overfished, hunted and brutally killed the oceans top predator. Why do we do
these things? The answer is mind boggling to me, it’s out of the desire to make a
profit , out of fear or just for the sheer fun of it. Our Earth’s oceans have already
e abuses mankind has laid upon it. We’ve poisoned and
2, over fished and hunted it’s animal life, and
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I’d like to share a story about my vacation to Venice Beach, which is also known as

Shark Tooth Beach. This was the trip | had been waiting for ever since | had seen
Channel over a year ago. Having the opportunity to
2en in the waters for over millions of years
to go sifting for shar




After sifting for teeth we went to a pier to watch the sunset. While
walking on the pier with my family we came across a fisherman fishing
off the pier. The fisherman pulled a Bonnet Head Shark in on his fishing

line. He pulled him out of the water and laid him on the pier ready to gut
and pack.in.ice to take home for dinner. | couldn’t believe what | was
seeing, it was a baby. | toldmy. Mom and Dad that | had to do something.
| pleaded with the man to set him free for.about 20 minutes with the
shark flapping and gasping for air on the deck. It was a horrible sight.
The fisherman just kept saying it was his dinner and he was keeping it. |
offered to buy him dinner if he released him, | explained that he was a
living creature with a family and feelings and deserved to live. He was
refusing to set him free. Soon after a few other onlookers heard my
pleas and came around to see what all the commotion was about. They
too listened to me as | explained to all of them how important sharks are
to us all and to our ecosystem. After what seemed like an eternity, the
fisherman finally conceded and told me that I could set him free. |
couldn’t believe it, | did it! | immediately walked over and picked up the
shark, | swear the shark looked at me with gratitude. He was alive

- because I spoke up for him knew it. | saw the understanding in his

~eyes. | said a few words and told him to i | threw him gen

\ back into the water.




As | watched him swim away | realized even more what | had always
believed, one person can make a difference. Yes it was only one shark that
| physically saved that day (and I’m sure he was grateful), but think of all

the other people who heard about their struggles and maybe learned




From that moment on | have dedicated myself to making as many
people aware of what’s going on with sharks as | can. | joined a




This is a picture of the Bonnet Head Shark that | saved at Venice Beach.
The other picture is of a Megalodon Tooth | found in the water at the
beach. FYI- a Megalodon is a huge shark that lived over 28 to 1.5 million
years ago. Amazing that something so large lived in the waters of our
world!




These movies about killer sharks have been drilled into our heads by Hollywood . We
have been trained to think that sharks are mindless, vengeful killing machines. Even
kids are being encouraged to kill out of fear and for fun.
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Sharks are not here on this earth to hunt down and eat humans. If we enter their
home, which is the ocean, we are invading their home and entering their food
chain. They are also curious as to what we are. Are we predator or prey? Can we
be eaten? Are we a big seal? But | do not believe that a shark wakes up and says to




Some interesting “Did You Know?” facts on sharks




There are over 500 different species of sharks ranging in size from as small as a

few inches to a massive size like the Whale Shar




been 50-100 ft.
a Great White Shark. The Megaladon’s diet would probably consist or consists
of whales. The megaladon could open its mouth six feet wide and seven feet
tall. This massive beast could have swallowed a Great White Shark whole!

They had teeth that where as large as a human hand, triangular and serrated.
The teeth have been found in Europe, India, Oceania, North America and
South America.

These facts were taken directly from Wikipedia

Megalodon




*A shark can hear a fish in the water from more than a mile away. Sharks can
smell one drop of blood in a million drops of water. *On some islands,
villagers believed that sharks were spirits of their ancestors. *Eating Shark
flesh is forbidden in both the Solomon and Fiji islands. *The chance of being
killed by a shark is one in 300 million. The chance of being killed by airplane
parts falling from the sky is one in 10 million. *Like many mammals, including
humans, sharks have a large heart with four separate chambers. *The
Megamouth shark is the rarest of the shark species. It was discovered in 1976.
*Blue Sharks are the fastest sharks, reaching speeds of 43 mph, but only in
short bursts. Their normal speed is 7 mph. *Experts believe that the whale
shark may be capable of living up to 150 years, making it one of the longest-
living creatures on Earth.*The smallest species in the shark kingdom is the
at 4 inches'long.*A shark’s skeleton is made of

a10ses. *The jaws-of bigger sharks are




These majestic creatures deserve our respect and need our protection.




It’s time to put an end to the needless killing of sharks in our world.
We as a community can start in our own state of Florida by contacting
our representatives and telling them that we want to be a Fin Free
state. We can explain to them the importance of sharks in our world
and the effects they have on our ecosystem. We need to demand,
politely that the sale distribution and trade of shark fin products is not
something that we want to see continue in our state, and that we are
calling for a ban on such activities.

| have attached a petition that you can get your friends and neighbors

to sign and can be submitted to our legislators. There is also a website
that you can go to to find your representative’s phone numbers, email
al-address.along with other information about
pge in your community.




